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HEADQUARTERS ) 

STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, > 

Tau.au asseu. July 22. 1876 ) 

To the County Executive Committer# of thz (hnservutnw- Demo- 
cratic Party of Florida : 

It is scarcely necessary .for us to suggest to you the para- 
mount importance to our people of a successful issue to the 
political canvass on which we have now entered. To ensure 
success, we must have thorough, systematic and efficient 
organization. With this, and an earnest determination on 
the part af our people to succeed, there can be no doubt a> 
to the result. Organize without delay. Let every house 
and settlement in vour county be visited. See that every 
man who is in sympathy with us is registered, and not one 
vote is lost to our candidates in November next. It is not 
whether we can, hut whether we will restore our State and 
National Government to hoqest hands. Rouse your people 
from their apathy. Tell them that they are toiling for the 
tax-gatherer and to satisfy the insatiable appetite of the 
Radical office-holders, who are feeding upon their substance. 

The merchant can well afford to leave his merchandise upon 
the shelf, and the farmer his ploughshare idle in the field, in j ^ 
order to make one earnest, manly, united effort to elect pure^^j/^ r 
and honest men to administer ouiaNational Government 

The people neither realize the necessity for action, noi 
their own power to accomplish the change. Let it be im- 
pressed vigorously upon them, and you will not iind them 
slow to respond to your appeal. 

We invite you to communicate with us freely on all mat- 
ters relating to the canvass, or of interest to the party ; 
such information or aid as this Committee can command 
will be at all times cheerfully given. We hand you a sim- 
ple but effective plan of organization, which is respectful 3 

commended to your attention. 4 ^ 

S. PASCO, 

Fhairrnrm Slat* Wfy&itive. Committee 

E, C. LOVE, 

Chairman. DM* Me. a. lsi Otm. 

•T. J. DAN 1Kb, 

* Ihairami ftut. &>. Vo tn . U Von, -ttW, 

34802 


plan of organization 

OF THE CONSERVATIVE-DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

OF FLORIDA FOR THE CAMPAIGN OF 1876. 

1st The County Executive Committees are the® intresol 
organization and influence; upon them devolves the labo 
anti responsibility of putting the details of thu i system mi 
operation. If no' such committee exists there ahoulfl L bjojt 
appointed at the first County Convention or Mas ' MgJ 
held in the county. The State Committee will appoint,' 
temporary committee to act ad interim whenevei q ^ - 
provided the circumstances ot the case rendu si 

2d. As soon practicable after its appomtnient, tk- 
County Committee should complete its own hrgam^ioti , 
selecting a Chairman, a Secretary and a Ireasmtr, 
report the organization, with the Post-office adxh ess 
Chairman, to Eobert Gamble, Secretary of State Exec 
Committee at Tallahassee. 

SA During the canvass the Committee should have son 
o place designated as their headquarters, at which theysno ^ 
meet on stated days— say every -two weeks or oftener, to ^ 
measures for the interests ot the party. f 

4th, There should be a record kept by the Secretary 
reference of all orders and acts ol the Committee. 
Treasurer. should keep an account of all sums received au 

disbursed by him* , , n 

5th. The County should be divided into districts vvitim c 
defined boundaries, and for each district there should >t 
appointed a subcommittee. , 

6th. Sub-committees should consist of not less thanture ■ 
(3) nor more than five (5) electors, resident in the . distric i 
selected by the County Committee for their zeal, discretion 
and influence, one of whom should be named as Chairman. 

7th. It should be the duty of the sub- committee to see 
that every Conservative-Democratic voter in -their distnc 
is duly registered, and that no one who will cast a Con- 
servative-Democratic vote is absent from the polls on the 
day of election. 
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8th, In order that no vote be lost to our candidates, and 
no Radical vote fraudulently polled, an accurate census 
should be taken of the voters in each district This can be 
effected with but little effort, if the sub-committees will 
divide their districts into convenient “ neighborhoods/ 1 and 
assign each, of these to some one person, whose duty it shall 
he to procure such information, either by visiting each set- 
tlement or family, or from oth$r reliable sources as will ena- 
ble them to prepare an accurate list of all persons within 
the limits assigned them who are duly qualified voters, 
noting carefully the name, residence, color and politics of 
each, in columns as indicated in the form attached hereto. 
If any doubt exists as to the qualification of a registered 
man it should be carefully noted on the list 


Same. 

Registered 

Color. 

1 ' Party. 

Resi- 

dence. 

Disqualification 
and why. 

-- -• . 

Remarks. 

Yes. 

No. 

White | Col. 

Con 

Itatl 

d. 


j 

1 

i 

! 

; 

■ 

1 

1' 


Not 21. 
Convicted of 

Larceny,; 
Removed from 
Ga, in Jan. 
Just from — Co. 


Total . | 

1 
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9th. The persons entrusted with the duty of taking this 
census should endeavor to register every man who will 
vote our ticket, and if any who are in political sympathy 
with us decline to register, they should be at once reported 
to the sub-committee in order that fill possible influence 
may be brought to bear to induce them to discharge their 
duty in this respect. 

[Note.— ft will be borne in mind that the registration books art 
closed by law six days before ilm day of election.] 

10th. These lists of voters should be completed at least do 
days before the election, and copies sent to the Secretary of 
the County Committee, who will have them carefully revised 
and compared, note such persons as are disqualified, with 
the cause of disqualification, and see that they are put into 
the hands of challengers at the proper polls on the morning 
of the day of the election. The County Committees will 
as soon as they have the necessary information, comm uni ■ 
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cate to the Secretary of the State Committee at Tallahassee 
the results of the census taken in their counties, which can 
best be done by answering the following questions: 

How many registered voters are there in your county. 

Mow many persons who are qualified have failed to reg- 
ister ? 

Efow many whites are there hi the county , registered and 
1 i n regi s t e red , w h o a re qualified to v o te ? 

ITow many colored men. registered and uii registered, who 
are qualified to vote ? 

How many persons are on the registration lists who are 
not qualified to vote? Mow many of these are white; 
How many colored 

What is the estimated vote of the county as taken from 
the precinct returns? 

11 tli. The original list will be retained by the Chairman 
of the sub-committee for future information and use. The 
sub committee will apportion among its own members and 
such other active and discreet persons as are willing to aid 
them, the Conservative-Democratic voters in their dis- 
tricts, assigning ten or more to each. These persons will 
be designated and known as leaders or captains of tens, and 
upon them will devolve the duty of seeing that every man 
on their lists who will deposit the right ballot is registered 
and brought to the polls without possibility of failure* 
12th, The County Committee should carefully examine 
the Registration Lists, prepare a roll of such voters as 
have been stricken off the list since the last election, and 
forward copies thereof to each of the sub-committees in 
order that such Conservative- -Democratic voters as have 
been i m p r op e i 1 1 y s tr i c k e 1 1 off m ay 1 >o re - regi a te red d u i i ng the 
period prescribed by law. 

13th. They should also examine the Court Records and 
prepare a list of such persons as arc disqualified by reason 
oi oo u v i ctk > 1 1 for i 1 felony, bribery, pen ury, larceny, or other 
infamous crime:* to which slioulu be added all persons 
whose mm it “s appear upon the Registration Lists irnprop- 
orlv. either from death, removal or other cause of disquali- 
fication. 

1 bn. Should any person whose name appears on this 
’vlisqiuiliijod iLst have removed to another county, his name 
should he at orico communicated to the Secretary of the 
vate Committee, mw! also to the Chairman of the Cmiiiriittet" 


* I 


with the spec i tie 
archill v noted 01 . the 
the elud- 


'd’ the ebttytv to jhich- he has remold, with the date bf his 
removal and grounds of (Tisifipialifiei ion, in order that fii. c 
vote may be ehnlepged at the polls 
15th. All »ch disqualified peiilou, 
ground of disoluil ideation, should lv 
“list of vote's, ’ Uj be placed in tiie hands of 
lengers at e v/ry pre cinct on the day of election. 

16th. 'Praanudrv to the electioi, there should be chaV 
lengers appointed by the County (j nntiiittee for each pre- 
cinct — pciwns thoroughly acquainted with the voters 
throughoty the county, and more pirticiilurly at the polls, 
where ther are to act. Upon thcsedialfengers, with the aid 


bounty Committee, and 
)htain, will devolve the 
p< >lln 1, and that we at 


of the listi/furnisbed them by the 
such other, information' as they may 
duty of seeing that no illegal vote i 
not deprived by accident or, fraud oAmy ballot which would 
he eaa for our ticket. 

Ut . Contributions to defray the jxpetiscsol the canvass 
sliouh be solicited through the sub- ■ummittces.and all funds 
thus rinsed should be placed in the atids of the Treasurer 
to be jdid out on the order of the C mirman of the CVuuPy 
Connpijtee. 

I8tk iuniiuY\x>vi v»t v, each ‘district \\i-i ee 

found lu admirable auxiliary to thrlwork: Let the <vhair- 


man oi y 
Call it tin 
Conserva! 


>nr Committee be the Jj’csident of your (d.ik 
I>rew and Hull, Tilden ind Hendricks, lie form, 
ve-Democratic, or some oilier suitable name, kern- 
ing, perhaps, some local or other paiboular designation. 

l'Mli. Alviit to these clubs all jJuug men from li y&rs 
old upwards: those who are too yoljmg to vote make spltn- 
did worl^t material, and they wi be found useful aid 
efficient m looking up tin* non-regNtcrcd during the cam- 
paign; in yritiiig up lists of votep and other necessary 
work. \ f 

2Ptli. f.\ vi sh®H he made to reduce the vium her 

l’( ten d. d any arc wyhout tvmt bvf 


feiyiote from die (Wt-llouse, Tielp (hem to get there 
up a registration team and let it malic trips enough to nijvj' 
every voter'W ho is wall ns in senUnent, and 
lor our candidate. >me places : may be practica 

Clerk or Deputy to vfjt remote parts of 


means to vote 

to 


erhploy <i v^aguv ui ih.^uk) v - ’j* r r . . v 

county t > register voters. This matter of registration is 
first and great work of the party: when it is eomplet 


he 


fj 


7 / 


its invgroSS Jill propel; e/t llUk 1 

‘gyftf strength from the Uimr l, ^ v ' ^ or ; U 1 '' 
ofour platfonn, thc’f'sk clmra^er 1 o.. 


ll I& 


ketv up 


/ 


/ 


V 


the excellence uimu '"hi nf ^iii 

oitr Lanclidates, and thuadvaHtagns and livings tv 
loll |v a Conservative lemooratie triatn 

ami roantrj at larger, 

Let every ex e 1 lion be made 
/Rarest in the Club nitctmgs ; keep dt,^ , . .... T „ 
/let each one feel that In U useful: I life speeelvs a 1 * ': • 

mid at every meeting Vy lumbers aid visitors; 
gallons to visit other HfTbs; let theni report voat s 
and heard ; invite simila visits ; make those gairmng 
able and fraternal ; earfy baskets along and get tl 
interested. < 

22(1 Have an aggres ivcj good- iwaured, enthu^ 
paign ; have torches and tianF]>areiice^ flags and ; ' 
speech -making, and nm ie. ar these gatherings, ar o 
lose sight of the mail objects : register the voter n 
converts to the cause o .Reform. 

Xotu^FoJI instruction will in due time ba prepared am ^ 
County Committees on li points connected with the tipp . 
of *j spec tors, orgunization' «f the polls* challengers, and jn ri ^ 
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the Sfttc 

a Jiving 

it work : 


"indies 


•Poll instruction! will in due time Iw prej.mvd an. ■- 

ll points connected with the «Wf 2 ®£ 
.f the polls* challengers, and ejjM“ J 
perta^ing to die conduct o\ the election and fl>e proper com. 
tetury of the votes. ] 
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